
State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 77-79 Natoma Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Unknown 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 77 NATOMA ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721029 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP8. Industrial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward south, 9.21.07, 
100_3986.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1914, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Beck Living Trust 
William R & Carol J. Beck, T. 
7 Corte Palos Verdes 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.06.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

77-79 Natoma Street occupies a 2,600 s.f. lot on the south side of Natoma Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1914, the one-
story, brick industrial building is designed in the Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in American 
Bond, is capped by a trussed gable roof. The primary facade, which faces Natoma Street to the north, is three bays wide. At street 
level the primary facade consists of multi-lite steel industrial windows in the outer bays, and an arched vehicular entrance infilled with 
an aluminum storefront in the center bay. Above each of the corner bays are three individual steel industrial windows that appear to 
contain operable awning sash. The facade terminates with a stepped parapet featuring a round louvered vent at the center and a 
modified Romanesque corbelled frieze. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    3S 
 *Resource Name or # :77-79 Natoma Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: none 
B2. Common Name:  
B3. Original Use:  industrial B4.  Present Use: art gallery 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1914. Converted to an art gallery in 2002.   
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: 81 Natoma Street appears to have been an addition to this building, likely constructed in 1924.  
 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: unknown b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1914 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria: 1,C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The brick, industrial building at 77-79 Natoma Street appears to be eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP) and the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion C/3 as a representative example of an one-
story, brick industrial building with a high level of integrity. Its period of significance dates to 1914 when it was constructed.   
 
Historic Context 
J. V. Oppel constructed this one-story, brick, factory building at 77 Natoma Street (Block 3721, Lot 029) in March of 1914. The 
building was intended to be the first of four-stories. While a copy of the original permit was included in the Heritage files for the 
building, the original permit was not found and the architect and builder are not known. This building was constructed at the 
end of the first wave of post-1906 reconstruction in the area and was one of many one-story industrial buildings constructed on 
the side streets of the South of Market neighborhood. 
   

See continuation sheet. 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  2  of  3   *Resource Name or # :77-79 Natoma Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                    *Date: March 18, 2010  Continuation  Update 
 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

John V. Oppel is listed as a brewer in the city directories from the 1910s and 1920s, and came from a family of brewers. He 
lived at 804 York Street and worked at the Milwaukee Brewery in 1914. However, no record could be found of the building at 
77 Natoma Street being used as a brewery. City directory research indicates that the building’s first tenant was Pneumatic 
Vehicle Spring Co., followed by the Gibson Express Company. Both were gone by 1918. The Jamison Steel Co, run by E. E. 
Jamison occupied the building in the 1920s. Starting in 1940 Vincent Paulucci ran the Paul Sheet Metal Works in the building 
and the Sanborn Map identifies the building as a sheet metal shop. In 1952, the Dalh-Beck Electrical Company occupied the 
building. The company became Beck Electric in 1972 and the company remained in the building until 1990, when it relocated to 
Richmond. 77-79 Natoma Street was remodeled to accommodate an art gallery, Varnish, in 2002.  
 
Evaluation 
77-79 Natoma Street does not appear to be individually eligible for the NRHP or the CRHR under Criterion A/1 for its 
association with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local or regional history or the 
cultural heritage of California or the United States. To be eligible under this criterion, the building cannot merely be associated 
with historic events or trends but must have a specific association to be considered significant. This building was constructed 
at the very end of a period of rapid reconstruction of the area centered around New Montgomery, Second, and Mission Streets 
within the South of Market neighborhood after it was leveled by the 1906 earthquake and fires. As one of many industrial 
building constructed on the side streets of the South of Market neighborhood after the 1906 disaster it does not appear to have 
a particularly specific or significant association with this event to be individually eligible.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history.  
 
The building appears to be eligible under Criterion C/3 as an excellent example of a one-story masonry industrial building in 
the South of Market neighborhood. In comparison to the one- and two-story masonry industrial buildings on nearby 
alleyways, such as Minna and Natoma, the building exhibits a high degree of design, particularly its brickwork and its 
corbelled stepped parapet over the large segmented arched entrance and central louvered vent. Detailed brickwork of a similar 
quality is uncommon in the south of Market Street area, particularly on buildings of this scale. 77-79 Natoma Street is a good 
example of South of Market industrial architecture and is a rare example of an one-story masonry building in the 
neighborhood with this level of detailing.  
 
Integrity 
Although the building was remodeled to accommodate an art gallery, 77-79 Natoma Street appears to retain a high level of 
integrity, including its integrity of design, materials, workmanship, location, and feeling, with few apparent alterations to the 
façade. An aluminum storefront has been installed behind the roll-up door in association with the gallery. The building’s 
setting and association has been impacted by the construction of the Transbay Terminal Building completed in 1936 about a 
block to its north and the aboveground concrete viaduct associated with the terminal building that cuts through the block to its 
east. However, small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it still retains 
a good level of integrity of setting.  
 
Previous Evaluations 
According to San Francisco Planning Department records, 83 Natoma Street was previously assigned a assigned a California 
Historical Resource Status Code of 6Y. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C 
in the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. In 1986, Heritage requested that the building’s status be changed 
from V to III on the grounds that the building “is very good example of an early twentieth century factory building south of 
Market Street.” This request was not approved. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks Board’s 1990 
Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the building 
California Historical Resource Status Code 3CD, indicating that it appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR as a contributor 
to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation. 
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DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  3  of  3   *Resource Name or # :77-79 Natoma Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                    *Date: March 18, 2010   Continuation  Update 
 
 
Continuation of B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

77-79 Natoma Street, vertical file. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
“The Bloomfield Legacy: Getting it on the National Register.” Heritage News 29, No. 3: 6-7. 
 
Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 

no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372-393. 
 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Building Files, 77-79 Natoma Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” (1913 & 1950), sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco City Directories.  
 
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of Unreinforced 

Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
U. S. Federal Census, 1900, 1910. http://www.ancestry.com (accessed January 21, 2010). 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page  1  of  1   *Resource Name or # :77-79 Natoma Street 

*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                    *Date: February 2, 2010    Continuation Update 
 
 
Update of P3a. Description: 
77-79 Natoma Street consists of the rectangular-plan, brick building with the three-bay façade terminating in a stepped parapet. 
The building to the west that appears to be attached to 77-79 Natoma is a separate building at 81 Natoma Street.  
 
 
Update of P5. Photo: 
77-79 Natoma Street, looking south 
 

 
 
 
77-79 Natoma Street, detail 

 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 171 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: The Electrical Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 171 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721025 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward southeast, 9.21.07, 
100_3995.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1912, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Toy Real Estate Invstmnt. Co. 
Collier International 
50 California St. #1900 
San Francisco, CA 94111 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

171 2nd Street occupies a 47' x 75' lot on the southeast corner of 2nd and Natoma streets. Built in 1912, the five-story, steel-frame, 
brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in brick laid in 
American Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is three bays wide. A similarly 
detailed secondary elevation, five bays wide, faces Natoma Street to the north. At street level both facades consist of non-historic 
glass and steel storefronts divided by terra cotta clad piers. The primary entrance, which is located in the northernmost bay on 2nd 
Street, is recessed. The second floor, clad in beige terra cotta, consists of three large window openings infilled with non-historic sheet 
glass windows. The upper four floors feature a grid of Chicago windows each occupied by three double-hung wood windows. The 
window bays feature terra cotta lintels and molded brick moldings outline each bay. The facade terminates with a simple faceted 
parapet. The original cornice appears to have been removed at some point prior to 1977. The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page 1   of  3 *NRHP Status Code    1D, 3CD 
 *Resource Name or # : 171 Second Street 
 
B1. Historic Name: Westinghouse Building 
B2. Common Name: Electrical Building 
B3. Original Use:  office building B4.  Present Use: office building 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial  
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1908. Windows added on eastern elevation upper floors during 1930-1950s. Ground 
and second floors redone in 1950s and 1980s. Cornice removed, date unknown.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
 
B9a.  Architect: John Cotter Pelton b.  Builder: unknown 

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance: 1906-1909 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1, C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks:  
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The Electrical Building at 171 Second Street is currently a contributing building to the Second and Howard Streets 
National Register Historic District. The building is also a contributor to the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, 
Mission & Second Historic District (see Kelley and VerPlanck 2008). It does not appear to be eligible for individual listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR).  
 
Historic Context 
In 1908 architect John Cotter Pelton, Jr., design the six-story over basement brick office building at 171 Second Street (Block 
3721, Lot 022) in the American commercial style. The building’s first tenant was the Westinghouse Electric Company. The 
building was constructed during the first wave of reconstruction in the South of Market neighborhood, which was leveled 
after the 1906 earthquake and fires. Due to eleven fires that started in the area and the neighborhood’s high concentration 
of wood-frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster The building at 171 Second Street was part of trend in 

See continuation sheet. 
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State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency Primary #   
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
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*Recorded by:  Carey & Co., Inc.                      *Date: March 18, 2010   Continuation  Update 
 
 
Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

the area around Howard and Second Streets that replaced primarily residential structures with loft and commercial buildings, 
many of which housed construction supply companies and related services.  
 
The Electrical Building was designed by prominent San Francisco and Los Angeles architect John Cotter Pelton, Jr. Born in San 
Francisco in 1856, Pelton worked as a draftsman in the offices of notable San Francisco architectural firm Wright & Saunders 
starting in 1875. In 1879 Pelton opened his own firm in partnership with Edward Hatherton. His primary work in San 
Francisco included some thirty residences designed in the early and mid-1880s. During this period Pelton also produced the 
architectural patterns and specifications for inexpensive workers’ dwellings that became his Cheap Dwellings pattern book. By 
the late 1880s, Pelton moved to Los Angeles for several years and until the 1906 Earthquake and Fire most of his work was in 
Los Angeles or in Marin County. After the 1906, Pelton designed several building in San Francisco including the Electrical 
Building, 132 Second Street, and 140-42 Second Street. He died in 1913. 
 
By 1920 the Century Electric Company of St Louis, which supplied alternating current electric motors and fans, occupied the 
building, and the owner was the General Trading Corporation. During the 1930s J. H. Hayes owned the building, which was 
used for offices and a store. Building permits show that windows were added on the east wall of the upper floors and were 
replaced in 1931, 1936, 1946, and 1956. In 1984, the building was seismically upgraded and the glazing on the first and second 
floors was replaced.  
 
 
Evaluation 
The Electrical Building is a contributor in the Second and Howard Streets National Register District, which is listed under 
Criterion C for containing a significant concentration of three- to seven-story, Commercial Style warehouse, light industrial, 
and commercial buildings constructed between 1906 and 1909. The buildings’ scale and modest detailing differentiates them 
from the financial district north of Market Street and reflects their initial tenants, which were construction-related businesses. 
Constructed in 1908, the Electrical Building’s brick construction and recessed double-hung windows contribute to the district’s 
continuity of building type and style. The building is also a contributor to the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, 
Mission & Second Historic District (see Kelley and VerPlanck 2008). 
 
However, Electrical Building does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the NRHP or the CRHR. To be eligible 
under Criterion A/1, a building cannot merely be associated with historic events or trends but must have a specific association 
to be considered significant. While this building is associated with the general redevelopment of the area after the 1906 
disaster, it was part of the general trend of redevelopment in the area already established by 1908 and did not make a 
significant contribution to the rebuilding of the city. 
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history. The Electrical Building contributes to the architectural significance of the Second and Howard 
Streets National Register District and the proposed CRHR-eligible New Montgomery, Mission & Second Historic District, but 
does not appear to be eligible for individual listing under Criterion C/3. Although the six-story building exhibits common 
characteristics of Commercial Style buildings constructed in the area after the 1906 earthquake and fires, including its brick 
construction, deeply recessed windows, along with street level retail space, the loss of the cornice and remodeling of the 
ground and second floors has altered the original design, and the building does not appear to be a particularly significant 
example of this style or building typology. The building is associated with prominent San Francisco architect John Cotter 
Pelton but does not appear to be a significant example of his work. Pelton’s primary contribution was the Pelton cottage 
popularized from his Cheap Pattern design book and his residential architectural designs.  
The building retains a fair level of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The removal of the cornice and the 
replacement of the street-level and second-floor windows has substantially altered the design of this fairly simple building. 
Small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it retains a good level of 
integrity of setting, association, and feeling.  
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Continuation of B10. Significance: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continuation of B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

____. “Novel Method of Steel Reinforcement for Concrete Construction,” Architect and Engineer 19 (January 1910): 55-59. 
 
____.  “Westinghouse Building,” San Francisco Evening Bulletin, July 13, 1907. 
 
Bloomfield, Anne. “A History of the California Historical Society’s New Mission Street Neighborhood.” California History 74, 

no. 4 (Winter 1995): 372-393. 
 
_____. “Second and Howard Streets District, San Francisco, National Register of Historic Places Nomination Form.” October 3, 

1998.  
 
Building files, 171 Second Street. San Francisco Planning Department.  
 
Building permit records, 163-171 Second Street. San Francisco Department of Building Inspection. 
 
Kelly & VerPlanck. “Transit Center District Survey, San Francisco, California, Final.” Prepared for the San Francisco Planning 

Department. July 22, 2008.  
 
171 Second Street, vertical files. San Francisco Architectural Heritage. 
 
Pelton, John Cotter, vertical files. San Francisco Architectural Heritage.  
 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, “San Francisco, California,” (1913 & 1950), sheet 130.  
 
San Francisco Landmarks Preservation Advisory Board. A Context Statement and Architectural/Historical Survey of Unreinforced 

Masonry Building (UMB) Construction in San Francisco from 1850 to 1940. San Francisco, Calif.: Landmarks Preservation 
Advisory Board, San Francisco Department of City Planning. November 1990.  

 
San Francisco City Directories, 1908-1938.  
 
VerPlanck, Christopher. “The Story of Dogpatch. Dogpatch Historical Context.” Online document accessed, January 25, 2006: 

http://pier70sf.org/dogpatch/DogHistSig.htm#pelton 

 
 
Previous Evaluations 
The building is a contributing structure to the Second and Howard Streets National Register District. Therefore, it has been 
assigned California Historical Resource Status Code 1D, indicating that it a contributor to the district listed in the NRHP by the 
Keeper and that is listed in the CRHR. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C 
in the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks 
Board’s 1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned 
the building California Historical Resource Status Codes 1D and 3CD, indicating that appears to be eligible for listing in the 
CRHR as a contributor to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 181 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: Adolph Gasser Photography, Gabriel Moulin Studio 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 181 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721023 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward east, 9.21.07, 
100_4002.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1911, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Adolph &Marion V Gasser Rev 
% Adolph & Marion V Gasser 
5595 Lawton Ave 
Oakland CA 94618 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
 Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (list)  

 

181 2nd Street occupies a 66' x 75' lot on the east side of 2nd Street, between Natoma and Howard streets. Built in 1911, the heavily 
altered two-story, heavy timber-frame, brick commercial building was originally designed in the Renaissance Revival style, but was 
remodeled in the early 1950s in the Late Moderne style. The rectangular-plan building, finished in stucco, is capped by a flat roof. The 
primary facade, which faces 2nd Street to the west, is roughly three bays wide. At street level the facade consists of non-historic 
aluminum and brick storefronts in the left and center bays and a row of early 1950s-era windows divided by wood mullions in the right 
bay. The primary entrance, which is located in the center bay, retains elements of the original design, including a pedimented 
entrance. Located above the storefronts is a mezzanine level comprised of bands of steel industrial windows of various types. Some 
original detailing in the form of simple pilasters, survived between the windows in the center and right bays. The second floor, which 
was added after 1950, features two bands of steel awning sash windows. The center bay features applied aluminum letters that spell: 
"PHOTOGRAPHY." The building appears to be in good condition. 



State of California ⎯ The Resources Agency  Primary #______________________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #__________________________________________________ 

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial______________________________________________ 
       NRHP Status Code   

    Other 
Listings_____________________________________________________________________ 
 Review Code________ Reviewer________________________ Date_______________ 

Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 191 2nd Street 
P1. Other Identifier: 590-594 Howard Street; Andrew Downey Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 191 2ND ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721022 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP7. 3+ Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward northeast, 9.21.07, 
100_4006.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1906, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Helsten Partners, LLP, Inc. 
% Normweil 
975 Vista Road 
Hillsborough, CA 94010 
*P8.  Recorded by 
Christopher VerPlanck 
Kelley & VerPlanck  
2912 Diamond Street #330 
San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
11.08.07 

*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 

 Archaeological Record   District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record Rock Art Record 
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191 2nd Street occupies a 6,024 s.f. lot on the northeast corner of 2nd and Howard streets. Built in 1906, the four-story, heavy timber-
frame, brick commercial building is designed in the American Commercial style with Renaissance Revival detailing. The L-plan 
building, finished in brick laid in Common Bond, is capped by a flat roof. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, 
is eight bays wide. A similarly detailed secondary elevation, four bays wide, faces 2nd Street to the west. At street level both facades 
consist of largely intact wood and glass storefronts divided by artificial stone columns. The primary entrance, which is located 
approximately midway along the Howard Street facade, is recessed. The rusticated second floor is separated from the first by a simple 
corbelled frieze. A corbelled stringcourse divides the second and third floors. All three upper floors feature a grid of window openings 
containing pairs of double-hung wood windows. Steel fire escapes are located near each corner of the Howard Street facade. The 
facade terminates with a shallow but elaborate corbelled brick cornice. The building appears to be in good condition. 
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B1. Historic Name:  
B2. Common Name: Downey Building  
B3. Original Use:  commercial B4.  Present Use: office, retail 
*B5. Architectural Style:  American Commercial 
*B6. Construction History: Constructed in 1906.  
 
 
 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date:  Original Location:  
*B8. Related Features: none 

 
 
B9a.  Architect: Ross & Burgren b.  Builder:  

*B10. Significance:  Theme: urban reconstruction, architecture Area:  South of Market district, San Francisco, CA 
Period of Significance:  1906-1909 Property Type: building Applicable Criteria:  1, C/3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: 
  

*B12. References:  
 
 
 
 
 
B13. Remarks: 
 
 
 

*B14. Evaluator:  Carey & Co., Inc. 
  

*Date of Evaluation: March 18, 2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Summary Evaluation 
The four-story commercial building at 191 Second Street is currently a contributing building to the Second and Howard Streets 
National Register Historic District. It does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the National Register of Historic 
Places (NRHP) or the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR). It also appears to be eligible as a contributor to a 
proposed CRHR district.  
 
Historic Context 
In 1906 Andrew Downey hired the San Francisco firm of Ross & Burgren to design the four-story brick commercial building at 
191 Second Street (Block 3721, Lot 022) in the American commercial style with Renaissance Revival detailing. Downey, a real 
estate man living in Berkeley, owned several San Francisco buildings and started construction on this building within months 
after the earthquake and fires of 1906 leveled the South of Market neighborhood. Due to eleven fires that started in the area and 
the neighborhood’s high concentration of wood-frame buildings, very few structures survived the disaster. While the city was 
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rebuilt unevenly, the South of Market district near Howard and Second Streets was reconstructed fairly quickly and was 
primarily a center of construction supply materials.   
 
Downey contracted prominent Bay Area architect T. Paterson Ross and engineer A. W. Burgren to design this commercial brick 
building. Ross began working in San Francisco in the early 1890s and started working with Burgen in 1900. The firm was 
established just after the 1906 earthquake and fires, the firm actively participated in the reconstruction of San Francisco, and 
also designed 557 Howard Street (extant) and 683 Howard Street (demolished) in the South of Market district. Architect & 
Engineer featured their work in a May 1908 article that highlighted the breadth and diversity of their commissions, which 
included numerous apartment buildings, hotels, churches, and bungalows. They also designed the Sing Fat Building and the 
Sing Chong Building in Chinatown, which were billed as fantasies of the “Far East.” The seven-story, steel-frame Clunie 
Building at the northeast corner of California and Montgomery Streets was noted as one of the finest fireproof office buildings 
in the City at the time of its construction. Born in Edinburgh, Scotland, T. Paterson Ross was also known for his residential 
work, particularly numerous apartment buildings on Russian Hill. 
 
During the 1910s, the building at 191 Second Street housed a chemical supply company, wholesale liquors, and a confectioners 
manufacturing company. The 1950 Sanborn Map indicates the building housed a furniture factory, leather manufacturing, and 
a garment factory.    
 
Evaluation 
The Downey Building is a contributor in the Second and Howard Streets National Register District, which is listed under 
Criterion C for containing a significant concentration of three- to seven-story, Commercial Style warehouse, light industrial, 
and commercial buildings constructed between 1906 and 1909. The scale of the buildings in this district and their modest 
detailing differentiates them from the financial district north of Market Street. It also reflects their initial tenants, construction-
related businesses. Constructed in 1906, the Downey Building’s modest scale, brick construction, paired double-hung recessed 
windows, and corbelled cornice and string course contribute to the district’s continuity of building type and style. 
 
However, Downey Building does not appear to be eligible for individual listing in the NRHP or the CRHR. To be individually 
eligible under Criterion A/1, a building cannot merely be associated with historic events or trends but must have a specific 
association to be considered significant. While this building is associated with the general redevelopment of the area after the 
1906 disaster, it was part of the general trend of redevelopment in the area and did not make a significant contribution to the 
rebuilding of the city. However, the building does qualify as a contributor to a proposed CRHR-district based on its association 
with the post-1906 reconstruction of this South of Market neighborhood.  
 
The building does not appear to be eligible under Criterion B/2 for its association with the lives of persons important to local, 
California or national history. The Downey Building contributes to the architectural significance of the Second and Howard 
Streets National Register District but does not appear to be eligible for individual listing under Criterion C/3. The four-story 
building exhibits common characteristics of Commercial Style buildings constructed in the area after the 1906 earthquake and 
fires, including its brick construction, deeply recessed paired windows, and simple corbelled brick cornice and therefore is 
eligible as a district contributor. However, it does not appear to be a particularly significant example of this style or building 
typology and therefore is not individually eligible. Similarly, the building is one of many buildings that Ross & Burgren 
designed after the 1906 disaster and it does not appear to be a significant example of their work. 
 
The building retains a good level of integrity of design, materials, and workmanship. The street level wood and glass 
storefronts are mainly intact and the windows appear to be original or at least compatible wood sash, double hung windows. 
Small-scale commercial and light industrial buildings still stand in its immediate environment, so it retains a good level of 
integrity of setting, association, and feeling.  
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The building is a contributing structure to the Second and Howard Streets National Register District. Therefore, it has been 
assigned California Historical Resource Status Code 1D, indicating that it a contributor to the district listed in the NRHP by the 
Keeper and that is listed in the CRHR. It received a rating of V in the City’s Downtown Master Plan and received a rating of C in 
the 1977-1978 San Francisco Architectural Heritage Survey. It was also surveyed as part of the San Francisco Landmarks Board’s 
1990 Unreinforced Masonry Building Survey. In the 2008 Transit Center District Survey, Kelley & VerPlanck assigned the 
building California Historical Resource Status Codes 1D and 3CD, indicating that appears to be eligible for listing in the CRHR 
as a contributor to a CRHR-eligible district through a survey evaluation.  
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Page  1_of 1 *Resource name(s) or number(assigned by recorder) 568 Howard Street 
P1. Other Identifier: F.C. Janssen Building 
*P2. Location:   Not for Publication   Unrestricted 
 *a.  County: San Francisco   and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary. 
 *b. USGS 7.5’ Quad: San Francisco North Date: 1994 
 *c. Address: 568 HOWARD ST City:  San Francisco Zip: 94105 
  d. UTM: Zone: 10  mE/  mN (G.P.S.) 
 e. Other Locational Data: Assessor’s Parcel Number (Map, Block, Lot): Parcel #:  3721020 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements. Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries.) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes:  (list attributes and codes) HP6. 1-3 Story Commercial Building 
P4.  Resources Present:   Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other 

P5b. Photo: (view and date) 
View toward north, 9.21.07, 
100_4015.JPG 
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources:  
 Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1909, Assessor's Office 

*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Invesmaster Corporation 
568 Howard St. # Fl 
San Francisco. CA 94105 
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San Francisco, CA 94131 
*P9.  Date Recorded: 
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*P10.  Survey Type: 

 
Intensive: Transit Center District EIR    

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none”) None 
*Attachments:   None  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
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568 Howard Street occupies a 75' x 100' lot on the north side of Howard Street between 1st and 2nd streets. Built in 1909, the heavily 
altered three-story-plus-Penthouse, originally heavy timber frame, brick commercial building is designed in the Renaissance Revival 
style with Postmodern additions. The rectangular-plan building, finished in buff-colored facade brick, is capped by a large penthouse 
with an irregular roofline. The primary facade, which faces Howard Street to the south, is three bays wide. At street level the facade 
consists of a non-historic recessed entrance in the left bay and two non-historic aluminum storefronts in the center and right bays. The 
upper two floors feature a grid of window openings containing non-historic aluminum windows and recessed balconies. An elaborate 
bracketed sheet metal cornice caps the original portion of the building. Perched atop the roof is a large 1980s-era two-story penthouse 
addition finished in stucco. The building appears to be in good condition. 




