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                        Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings

            Project Status: Completed in 2011


Over thirty years of research has proven that buildings are a "biologically significant" risk for certain bird species and bird safe environments. Annual bird fatalities in North America from window collisions may be as high as 1 billion birds per year or 1-5% of all birds. While the facts are staggering, the solutions are within reach. The majority of these deaths are foreseeable and avoidable. The Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings explains the documented risks that structures present to birds and how best to approach possible solutions.
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            The Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings explains the documented risks that structures present to birds. Over thirty years of research has proven that buildings are a "biologically significant" risk for certain bird species. Annual bird fatalities in North America from window collisions may be as high as 1 billion birds per year or 1-5% of all birds. While the facts are staggering, the solutions are within reach. The majority of these deaths are foreseeable and avoidable. San Francisco's Standards summarizes proven remedies such as window treatments, lighting design, and lighting operation. The document proposes a three-pronged approach to the problem:


	establishment of requirements for the most hazardous conditions; ( pg. 28 of Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings )
	use of an educational checklist to educate project sponsors and their future tenants on potential hazards; and ( pg. 38 of Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings )
	creation and expansion of voluntary programs to encourage more bird-safe practices including acknowledging those who pursue certification through a proposed new program for "bird-safe building" recognition. ( pg. 33 of Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings )
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    Mar
    19
  

  
    Community Meeting

    Railyards Working Group


    
    
              5:30pm to 7:00pm
          

    Online Meeting - see Agenda for details

    


      



    
  
    Mar
    20
  

  
    Hearing

    Historic Preservation Commission


    
    
              12:30pm
          

    Commission Chambers, Rm 400 - City Hall - 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
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    Planning Commission
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    Commission Chambers Rm 400, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
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            September 2011 Board of Supervisors Hearing Materials: 


	Planning Department Transmittal to Board of Supervisors
	Amended Ordinance as of September 12, 2011



July 14, 2011 Commission Hearing Materials:


	Proposed Commission Policy and Planning Code Amendment Executive Summary
	Draft Planning Commission Resolution
	Draft Planning Code Amendments
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            	Adopted Ordinance
	Adopted Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings
	Design Standards for Bird-Safe Buildings
	Urban Bird Refuge Poster



Bird-Safe Buildings in the Media:


	New York Times – "A city of glass towers, and a hazard for migratory birds"
	San Francisco Chronicle – "San Francisco Considers New Rules for Bird-Safe Buildings"
	KCBS San Francisco – "San Francisco Explores Bird-Safe Building Standards"
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	Smallwood, K. Shawn. 2010. Fatality Rates in the Altamont Pass Wind Resource Area 1998-2009. Retrieved at:http://www.altamontsrc.org/alt_doc/p145_smallwood_fatality_monitoring_results_12_31_09.pdf on 9/29/10.
	United States Fish and Wildlife Service. January 2002. Migratory Bird Mortality: Many Human-Caused Threats Afflict Our Bird Populations
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Joshua Switzky

Acting Director of Citywide Policy

joshua.switzky@sfgov.org


Implementation

Andrew Perry

Senior Planner

andrew.perry@sfgov.org
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