














Glen Park Community Plan

PLACES TO GATHER AND ENJOY

Public Spaces & Greenway

Glen Park is fortunate to have a mix of public open
spaces, including playfields, areas dedicated to protec-
tion of natural resources and informal green spaces.
While Glen Park has a rich mix of open space, the
“downtown” area lacks a significant public space.
Several unique opportunities exist to bring outdoor
public places to the “downtown.”

Greenway

A tremendous opportunity exists to create a contin-
uous linear greenway that connects “downtown” and
Glen Canyon Park. Currently an informal trail exists
along the publicly-owned land parallel to Bosworth
Street. The Plan recommends formalizing these green
spaces into a linear park with a multi-use trail along its
length. The greenway could provide a safe route to
walk and bike to Glen Canyon.

BART Plazas

The Glen Park BART station is located on the busiest
corner in the plan area. However, despite its location,
the BART plaza at the corner of Bosworth and Diamond
is rarely used except for passing through. The plaza

is essentially walled off from the adjacent community
and much of Bosworth Street. The small plaza located
in the southern section of the station site is also unde-
rutilized. Redesign of these areas could make these
plazas more inviting and provide much needed gath-
ering spaces in downtown.

Streets as Public Space

Street trees, wider sidewalks and the design of
a pedestrianized Kern Street would help make
streets in Glen Park friendlier spaces to walk and
hang out.

The community expressed interest in a number
of other streetscape improvements in Glen Park’s
commercial core, including:

-~ Undergrounding utilities

~>  Uniform lighting

> Special paving at the Bosworth/Diamond
intersection

— Consolidating signage
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Consolidating news racks

— Public art projects
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NATURE IN THE VILLAGE

Islais Creek

Islais Creek, which flows through Glen Canyon, is ey,
one of only two San Francisco streams that has not

been buried completely underground. The orig- e

inal Islais Creek flowed from Glen Canyon Park all

the way to the Bay. The Gold Rush and slaugh-

terhouses of the 1870’s heavily polluted the creek

and led to its eventual diversion underground into a

culvert. Today Islais Creek flows free in Glen Canyon \
Park but drains into an underground culvert near the B :
recreation center building. i ﬁr;ﬁ

The opportunity exists to bring portions of Islais W r/"
Creek to the surface. Creek “daylighting” is the S e

redirection of a stream into a above-ground chan- . <
. \\‘:’)

nels. The goal is to restore a stream of water to a

more natural state creating benefits to the drainage

system, habitat values and improved aesthetics of a

community.

Historic Creeks & Waterways (1895) =5 e e b‘/\

Daylighting parts of the creek could provide the
neighborhood with a new recreational amenity
and serve as a model of green infrastructure and
sustainable stormwater management.

Islais Creek flows freely in Glen
Canyon but then disappears under the
neighborhood into a culvert shown
above located near the Glen Park
Recreation Center.

To consider bringing the historic creek back up to
the surface, several design features must be incor-
porated:

—~ Most importantly, the flow should be managed so
that there is no additional risk of flooding.

-~ The design must acknowledge the varying water
flow rates and still be attractive at all times of year.

Islais Creek supports a rich
riparian community of plants

Cities like Oakland, Berkeley, Santa Rosa and Port- B PR I

land have all successfully restored creeks to the
surface in dense urban environments.

Examples

of potential
creek design
strategies.
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Glen Park’s unique “Village” character

Glen Park combines many of the best features asso-
ciated with dense urban neighborhoods including a
strong local-serving retail center within walking dis-
tance of homes and extensive transit service. The
neighborhood also has characteristics of a small town
including access to a wide range of open spaces and
community facilities for families with children such as
an elementary school and the library. The community’s
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distinct topography, eclectic mix of housing styles, and
the small-scale nature of both buildings and streets fur-
ther contribute to Glen Park’s distinct identity.

The Draft Plan seeks to further strengthen the relation-
ships among Glen Park’s key land uses: open space,
commercial, and housing, while ensuring safe and
pleasant connections between these land uses and the
community’s transportation infrastructure.

Next Steps

As part of this planning process, specific proposals will
be developed for zoning modifications and building
heights in the Village. The Planning Department’s
recent work in other neighborhoods has taught us a
lot about how to tailor zoning to the unique contexts of
different neighborhoods especially around transit.
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