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India Basin/Hunters Point Shoreline (Area C) Workshop #3 
May 21, 2008 

 
S m a l l  G r o u p  W o r k b o o k  

 
Introduction 
 
The purpose of tonight’s workshop is to consider and discuss planning concepts related to land use, 
recreation and open space, circulation, and building height, and address some key questions and ideas. 
The discussion tonight will inform a draft General Plan amendment, new zoning, design guidelines and a 
redevelopment plan amendment for India Basin. 
 
At the previous workshops, there was much consensus about how India Basin should change over time, 
and what land uses were most appropriate for different parts of the neighborhood.  However, there were 
also many outstanding issues that require further discussion, including specific questions about the 
location of retail and other uses, appropriate roadway and pedestrian connections, open space priorities, 
and building heights.   
 
During the small group exercise, you will consider four different maps that address these, and other, 
important questions and planning concepts.  Each map was informed by input heard at the last two 
workshops, during community office hours, and at meetings of the Bayview Hunters Point PAC and other 
stakeholders.  They are also informed by an analysis of existing conditions in the area and the surrounding 
context, and existing City policy direction.  The four maps for discussion are: 
 

1. A land use concept 
2. A recreation and open space priority zone map 
3. A circulation concept 
4. A building scale concept 

 
This workbook contains all four maps and a list of questions to answer about each map.  Please 
discuss each question with your small group, and note areas of agreement (or disagreement) on the 
large maps or butcher paper at your table.  After working through the questions, there will be time 
for comments about anything you see on the maps. 
 
You can also write your answers to the questions and general comments directly on this worksheet and 
leave it at the sign-in table, or send it to:  
 

 
Adena Friedman, San Francisco Planning Department 

Mail: 1650 Mission Street, #400, San Francisco, CA 94103 
Email: adena.friedman@sfgov.org 

Phone: 415-558-6679 
Fax: 415-558-6409 

Please call or email with general comments and questions regarding this planning process.  
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Map #1: Land Use Concept 
 
As a group, please answer the following questions:  
 
 
Question #1:  In order to be successful, retail uses are typically “clustered” to create a critical mass and a 
vital shopping district.  Several of the districts could allow new retail uses.  What is the best location for a 
new neighborhood and visitor serving retail district?   

• Along Arelious Walker, leading to the shoreline 
• Along Hudson Avenue, between Griffith and Arelious Walker 
• Along Innes Avenue 
• Other locations?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #2: At the last workshop, open space, housing and retail were discussed as appropriate uses for 
the Innovative Mixed-Use District (or the India Basin Flats).  However, non-retail commercial uses, such 
as office, light industrial, artist space or research & development uses, might also be appropriate.  These 
uses could create synergy with the green and clean technology commercial uses being proposed on the 
adjacent Hunters Point Shipyard.  Should these types of commercial uses be allowed in this district or in a 
portion of the district?  Which portion? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #3: The land use districts are intended to provide a range of land use options and allow 
flexibility in India Basin.  Are there any land uses that are not included in the districts that you think 
should be included?  Where should these uses be considered?  
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Map #2: Recreation and Open Space Priority Zones 
 
Please consider and discuss the following questions: 
 
 
Question #4: A key goal for the future of the India Basin Flats is the creation of new public open spaces 
as part of new development in this area.  Should a new park in this area be located along the water (near 
the existing open space) or should a new park be located in the middle of the site?    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #5: What is the best location for small, human powered boat access to the water in India Basin? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #6: Are there any recreation and open space priority zones missing from the map? 
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Map #3: Circulation Concept 
 
Please answer the following questions about the Circulation Concept: 
 
 
Question #7: Should Hudson and Griffith be improved to accommodate vehicular traffic, as shown on 
the Circulation Concept map?  Consider that most retailers prefer locating on streets that carry auto traffic 
for visibility.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #8: Should bicycle facilities, such as bike lanes, be created on Hudson Avenue, or should 
cyclists continue to use Innes Avenue? Or both? (Note – technical feasibility and design would be 
explored, if this is a preferred option).  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #9: The Circulation Concept shows a “frontage road” along the shoreline on the India Basin 
Flats and PG&E site.  A frontage road can provide access to the water, and creates a buffer between any 
development and the waterfront.  Should a frontage road like the one shown be considered in planning for 
this area? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #10: Are there any key pedestrian connections, in addition to completing the Bay Trail and 
improving the hillside staircases, which need to be considered?   
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Map #4:  Building Scale Concept 
 
Please consider the following key questions about building heights: 
 
 
Question #11: The building scale concept is based on transitioning building heights down towards the 
water to respect views of the water, and encourage shoreline access and vary heights throughout the area.  
The map also identifies several strategic areas where tall buildings (up to 8 stories) might be appropriate 
given surrounding topography, and could help create a distinct focal point within India Basin.  These 
areas include:  
 

• Portions of the PG&E site  
• The corner of Arelious Walker & Innes 
• Portions of Earl Street along the future park in the Hunters Point Shipyard and the corner of Earl 

and Innes.   
 

Are these appropriate locations for taller buildings in India Basin? Are there other locations that are also 
appropriate? Why or why not? 
 
 
 
 
 
Question #12: Finally, please comment on which photographs on the map you find the most 
architecturally attractive and describe why. 
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PLEASE PROVIDE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
As always, thank you for your constructive participation in the India Basin/Hunters Point Shoreline 
planning process. 
 
 


